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NO. 16 


August 29, ‘1975 


subject: | Intelligence . —— Key to te free and independent country 


- One of the es ‘ay piannths of Watergate, sttrred by Be es 
galities of a few CIA types. faa expanded to widespread crtttictsm of the 
CIA itself f, has been the publie downgrading of the entire Intelligence 
communtty , and of the Intelligence funetion as a hile ahlaiebi element OF 
national eee aS — at ies 


he omnes “thus "fein, has been Sapiewousty Cneuptded. The: media 
have had a field day.- aeneat Lig gnae officers, by Se are reluctant 
- epee out b eodeaniae ie poe ne a 


“Thus Pas: ‘significance of ‘the remarks OF. Tt. ‘Gen. Vernon Walters, ‘De 
puty Director of the CIA, at a July 23 buneheon meane of the American 
Securtty | Gaunett in aon rat r a3 i 


laf you are ‘not “fariliar with what hs satd on oe occasion, “don't 
be eta : As AIM eee « in simi Ine. i states in tts hee neus— 


letter: 


oe: "he iiekincton Star: on the a following ae) Walters" tale 
carried three stories’.on. ‘the CIA, occupying 70 colum inches of the’ 
_ paper. (over half a page): “The stories were headed: (1). 'Did CIA: ’ 
Cause: Colonel's. Death?! (2): CIA, Panel Will Call Kissinger' (3). Nixon 
Tted.to CIA Effort in- Chile." Not.one word was said about General. Walters" 
' talk, even though the ‘Star had a reporter present. The Wew York Times - 
also tgnored the story.:; The. Washington Post devoted six inches ta’... >: 
General. Walters; burying the report in a story headed: ‘Clifford: Urges 
Limtt-to CIA. Activities:.!“We were. informed” that both the AP and. UPI. 
earrted stories on the: Walters! talk on their eat but no » Baeee 2° 
cigars used their stortes. gfe Ae e Ais SE ae . 


The only ‘Pospeneabie pore we found: was in. ‘the conservative ueekLy, 
Fuman. Events, which led its ‘August. 2. _rnstde. Hashington’ D 
375-word story ‘on the. Halters talk, ' 4s ae Rie ed a oe 


General: Watters has heen: “with. CIA “for ‘three ae a half years. ; 


nas a distinguished record of service tn the Army. Following are ex~ es te 
eerpts from hts American eeeny COUnEEE address. ; ie 


* _—_ - * 
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Intelligence is information that is vital to the making of 
sound decisions by our government, information concerning foreign 


countries and their policies, armament and economics that must 
be properly analyzed and disseminated. 


~ 


A lot of intelligence, if you don't wet tt out ‘in time, is 
simply history. It is not intelligence unless you get it to 
whomever needs it ‘right awe Ys Why do we Bee: ae Parad 


Well, we need it today because, in my opinion, the United 
States is in a tougher power situation than it has been since 
Valley Forge. Not since Valley Forge has any foreign country 
had the ability to destroy or seriously cripple ne , Vaated 
States. anat CapebaLeey exists POGAY = ae c 


We see, ain ‘ali areas, a ‘tremendous. wii tary’ effort pease 
‘made to modernize and improve the Soviet forces beyond what - 
“seems to me to be necessary for either deterrence or defense. 
And so the inevitable question which faces the United States 
government is: What use will they make of this, of these 
capabilities? And this is a question for which the United - 
States government must look to the intelligence community -~ — 
to the CIA and the other PLC LEIESUES. agen os -- Paar sane Were 
One. of the seapiens: we have today is: that Here. isa 
. great effort abroad to make you believe that intelligence is 
immoral, un-American, unworthy and everything else, that 
everybody should know all the secrets, and that the Sou 
nathens would nave. sr Owned: on all of this GRERY., eeutte ae: 
‘Let me teri’ you a Pew. things about the Pounding Fathecs: 
George Washington wrote a letter to his chief of intelligence =~ 
in New Jersey, Col. Elias Dayton, and said: "The need for °° 
procuring good intelligence is so obvious that it need not . ~ 
‘be emphasized. All that remains for me is to caution you that 
secrecy is essential in these matters, and for tack of it they | 
penerarty.. fail no matter how favorable the ourGome hap bt 2 
George Washington jpecited Ase hdnan aenee on ume ries 
Benedict Arnold. You can guess nee he'd. have done with him 
if he* a got eect Ee ae : 


For three years, prior to ene eutboesk of the Revolution. | 
Benjamin Franklin, as Assistant Postmaster of the Colonies, was : 
running a mail-intercept Service on une British. = ead 


President Truman, in 1956, ore pre © matters emoe to the 
United States whether its secrets become known through publi- 
cation in the media or through the activities of spies. The | 
damage to the United States is the same in oS cases. ss shige Nee 0 

Right now we're engaged in a number - of inquiries be eaters 
mine whether any great nation can operate its Secret intelligence 
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because we are a very unusual people. But if we do, it’ll be 
just like going to the moon. We'll have been the only ones 
who ever succeeded in doing it. 


I think these investigations can be helpful to us, providing 
they are conducted in a positive, constructive and responsible 
sense and are not operated as some sort of a political football. 
The security of the United States is too pEeesous to be kicked 
around as a football. — 


We are quite Seddtuad to ake se any guidelines which fies 
Congress may decide to put upon us, as we've lived with the 
guidelines they gave us in the past. But I would hope that 
when they institute these guidelines, they institute some 
mechanism to change them so that as perceptions of what. is 
acceptable and unacceptable change, that will be introduced 
in some way into the guidelines. ... 


We are being called-up and investigated for cnenes we did 
or are alleged to have done. What I fear is that in 1990 or 
1985, CIA Director Colby's distant successor will be summoned 
ane he will be investigated for what he failed to do. "You 

ean you weren't doing this? You mean you didn’ t do thee 
vou mean you failed to do this?" gy 


Someone said to me the other day, "Don’t you Pein cae - 
some of these things that were done against us were done as - 
retaliation for what the United States did?" 


If you take the vision of the United States as an aggressive, 
imperialist, hostile nation, perhaps you can rationalize this. — 
But look at the United States, which has fought and won two 
great wars in this century, and not only took nothing from the 
vanquished, but helped them. No victor in history has ever 
done for the vanquished what we have done. ... 


America has Drsuent to intelligence, in my opinion, two 
great things: It's brought the application of American tech- 
nology and scientific know-how to the collection of intelligence. | 
And it's brought analysis of that intelligence to a degree that 
has not been known in previous intelligence services. . aa 
We had great talks 15-20 years ago about 2 miesdie ‘gap. 


We can't have that talk anymore. Thanks to eee ate we 
know what the situation is. 


One thing that engenders hostility and ecéentrte: erratic 
action is fear of the unknown. I can't go into details, but I 
can tell you that we in the CIA have several times brought 
together people from different countries that looked as if they | 
were near conflict, and we have been, in some part, instrumental 
in solving that. 


Or sometimes, someone has said to us, "Oh, so-and-so is. 
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pp eeved oa Ral, 7009 9, ore mye aN ee 


they haven't got the means © ‘to do it. iM 


“Intelligence, believe me, is a force for. peace as we. a 


for war. It is a force to guard us against surprise, and. xO 


dissipate misunderstandings or fear of the paemere a 


our. “people in’ the cYA“are: ander. a Hoeeene. of Decuuubion. 61 
mud and innuendo, yet.continue to do a superb job producing. 
what I..believe to be the finest acti aa caaiee put before any 
cube tan oe in ie worlds: Ao TR os 


‘a never meease to. ‘be: ‘startled at ‘the competence: kerr ly. 

Ss continuity, and most of all, dedication of the people in the’... 
~ CIA, ‘They're Americans just like everybody else in this room; o 

“ they want to live: in’an American society according to rules - 

“the American people establish. ‘But they must know what. the = 

American. Peopte are. willing to acenp: as blecer: and Dike a us ae do. 


“ye Se euid ‘Like. to. ‘say one’ 
‘I rarely ‘find myself in agreement. with: the Chinese Communists, 
but they | have a song that says,. "Sailing depends upon the 


; People sometimes forgot. ‘chat people in ‘intelligence have | 
: rights, - “too. They have the right to the same presumption of #. 
“. innocence as any other American rege ciiee The accusation comes, 
. and the:rebuttal never catches up. .The news about Mr. Butter- 
~ field being a CIA: -infiltrator of the White House covered - a Cae 
“seven=-c eocumn headline. The, news nee wasn "ee one einen: oe. 


The Congress ‘set ao “the: ‘CIA in “1947 aoe “t ‘full ‘knowledge 
- that. itwas going to engage-in espionage. And‘they left the “v. 
charge; ‘deliberately:. vague: “"and do Qtacr ‘such' things .as’ the 

eee Bone Scere: 


iiind of ‘oversight ‘tne Congress decides 
poe e rene committees. 


‘wewill” get ‘any clear- guidelines 
‘as toiwhat- we can, and can. 't: do.. That! s:going.to be extremely. 
difficult. to get. wages Eadie we alae inde ce Be Been oe 


‘This whole question of. “Intelligence. as. L ‘said, is'a very 
s serious*matter..2' The survival of the United States as a-free- 

'. and democratic ‘society may well depend upon it... We have: been: 
spending -enormous amounts of time rummaging through the - \garbage. 
pails:of*the '50s and ‘60s... The question of whether we're. 


- going :to-continue as a> free ‘and democratic nation is going to- 


- Be decided in the late '70s and '80s.° And I just hope that eS 

“sometime we begin .to spend appropriate time on that period, ; 
which is :going to determine. how we andes our rahe ae in - 
the sas icec tice D achi gig se i cluek Veettin be dane 


-5- ee 
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Many people would want.us to operate our intelligence 
service not just by standards acceptable to the American . 
people, but with a degree of purity that we can be sure will 
not be reciprocated. If you're fighting someone with brass 
knuckles, and you’re required to fight according to the 
Marquis of Queensbury rules, you're going to have quite a 
difficult time, to put it nas alah 


Every day when I go to: work, I ‘find a memory of something 
that is not our American choice, and that is the fact that we 
must fight on the silent intelligence battlefield. As I go 
into the building, I see the stars carved in the wall of the. 
CIA which symbolize the people, the members of that Agency, 
who have fallen in the service of the United States -—- un- % tid 
honored, unknown by most ~=-. but who died that ae and If 
might continue ae live free. tn at ieee os ink NEStAE POR aa RNS 


I- would like ‘to a a ee ee of oh este) econ a Chinese” 
‘writer -who wrote 500 years.before Christ. He wrote a book: 
called ue Art of War, Hest pene: how you undo your enemies. 


: ; "The most coneumma re art ie “eG: ‘subane your enemies without 
having to fight -them on the battlefield. The direct method of 
war is necessary only on the battlefield, but it is only the ; 
TudtE oc methods that eae to true victory and. fect consolidation. 


 ipanterate ‘evenythine ‘that is Hood in your “opponent! Ss . 
country. Involve their leaders. in criminal operations. “Under- 
mine them by every means and then expose them to the public 
scorn of their fellow citizens. Use the most execrable and 
vile individuals... Cause trouble by every means at hand within | 
their government. Spread discord and quarrels amongst the . 
citizens. of the opposing country. Agitate the young against 
the old. ° Destroy: by all’means.the weapons supply and discipline 
of your opponent. Cover with ridicule their old traditions and . 
' heritage. Be generous in your offers. and rewards to purchase 
information or accomplices... Put secret agents everywhere. Never~ 
Seree on-money or dane = and thus’ you wilt ‘reap a rich reward id 


This is the new form: ‘of. war with ehick we nave: ae contend. 
It is not.the old thing of. divisions marching across the Fragen 
It is the silent Bab eteeTer bes menen ea ‘speak. ; on 


- We will do our paces We will ‘Router to shatevey gtandnrde. 
are imposed upon us by the, American people. And throughout the | 
past, the United States intelligence community has tried to do 2 
‘what they could to keep the United States a free and independent — 
country. This is sometimes difficult, because we Americans have...) 


a tendency to disband our intelligence after wars. ... 


People have asked | me whether I thought the Agency will 
survive this. I have no doubt. If the United States is to 
remain a free and independent country, it must have good — 
intelligence. There is no alternative for us as a people. 
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